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Message from the PTA
We have so many fun things coming up at 
Rock Canyon Elementary!  

• Teacher Appreciation Week: Let’s 
show our gratitude to our hardworking 
educators! We hope our teachers and 
administrators feel appreciated and 
valued with some excellent things our 
PTA has planned for them. 

• School Spirit Week: This will be a fun-
filled week where students, teachers, and 
staff come together and celebrate! From 
themed dress up days (look for a flyer), 
to another FREE skate night at Classic 
Skating, and a movie for all our students 
at the Scera during school!  

 — Ashley Gerstner, 2023-2024 PTA President

Golden Apple Award Winner
Our Golden Apple 
winner for 2024 is 
Megan Christensen! 

Mrs. Christensen is the 
music teacher at our 
school; all our students 
are taught by her.  She 
is also the early morning 
choir director and 
directed our first school 
play at Rock Canyon, 
“Lion King, Kids!” 

We want to share some quote from parents 
who nominated Mrs. Christensen: 

“Her sacrifice in bringing together the Lion 
King for the sake of students was significant 
and it meant so very much to the kids and 
parents involved”

“...But more importantly, she gives 
many children a chance, not just those 
with natural talent. She helps develop 
confidence, character, and talents they did 
not know were possible.”

“The time and energy she puts into these 
kids is very inspiring. It’s people like her that 
make where we live an exceptional place 
to be.”

“The dedication to her craft and passion 
for helping students be their best selves is 
evident and makes her so deserving of this 
award.”

“She is endlessly positive, and in the process 
of teaching she builds confidence and 
character in each of her students, allowing 
them to shine individually and collectively.”

There are many more wonderful things 
parents and staff can say about Mrs. 
Christensen. We’re so grateful for all 
she does for our school, students, and 
community. We are the luckiest to have her 
at Rock Canyon Elementary. We love you, 
Mrs. Christensen! 

— Rock Canyon PTA 



District Easter Basket Auction
I want to invite each of you to attend this 
year’s Provo District Easter Basket Auction 
on March 18th at 6:00pm at the Riverside 
Country Club.  The auction proceeds are 
how we raise funds for our after-school 
programs throughout the district, including 
Rock Canyon’s after school chess, ukulele, 
robotics, coding, and art clubs.Attached is 
the flyer with more details.

Hope to see you there!

Quería invitar a cada uno de ustedes a 
asistir a la subasta de la cesta de Pascua 
del Distrito de Provo de este año el 18 
de marzo a las 6:00 pm en el Riverside 
Country Club. Los ingresos de la subasta 
son la forma en que recaudamos fondos 
para nuestros programas extracurriculares 
en todo el distrito, incluyendo los clubes 
extracurriculares de ajedrez, ukelele, 
robótica, codificación y arte de Rock 
Canyon.Se adjunta el folleto con más 
detalles.

¡Esperamos verles allí!

— Seth Hansen - Principal 

Family STEAM Night
Rock Canyon will be hosting another 
Family STEAM Night (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, Math): March 11, 6 to 
7:30 PM in the gym.  Please come with your 
families to enjoy coding, science projects, 
and art creation!

Rock Canyon será el anfitrión de otra Noche 
Familiar STEAM (Ciencia, Tecnología, 
Ingeniería, Arte, Matemáticas) el 11 de 
marzo de 6:00 a 7:30 en el gimnasio de la 
escuela. Por favor vengan con sus familias 
para disfrutar de la codificación, proyectos 
de ciencia y creación de arte.

School Spirit Fridays
Be sure to wear your Rock Canyon t-shirts 
(new or old) or school colors (blue, yellow, 
and white) each Friday. 

The PTA chooses one Friday a month to 
pass out treats showed school spirit and 
participate. You never know which Friday it 
will be! 

Support Rock Canyon with Boxtops
Remember to scan your receipts each 
week in the Box Tops App to support Rock 
Canyon! Download the app to make it a 
snap to help support our school. 

library corner
Spelling Bee

On February 13 we held our Rock Canyon 
Scripps Spelling Bee.  Twenty-four students 
participated! They were Kenley Balluff, 
Henry Spence, Calvin Lohner, Penelope 
Craig, King Escobedo, Ruby Harris, Muriel 
Smith, Wataru Onda, Kelsey Wanless, 
Lauren Ficker, Dagny Runia, Olivia 
Bradford, Cannon Buckner, Savannah Terry, 
Amelia Law, Alyhani Medina, Madelyn 
Pyrah, Dot Wood, Matthew Ellsworth, Josefa 
Canoles, Nikell Lewis, Travis Polito, Eve 
Gardener, and Macey Cooper.  

Kenley Baluff placed third, Amelia Law 
placed second, and the champion speller 
was Lauren Ficker! Lauren and Amelia 
will go onto the regional state spelling 
bee on March 9th at Wasatch Junior High 
School. Congratulations to everyone who 
participated. 

Special thanks to our announcer, Mr. 
Hansen; Mrs. Gardener, our stage assistant; 
and Mrs. Ludlow for broadcasting. 



Battle of the Books

Our second round of battles in Battles of 
the Book has taken place. The third and 
final round will be held the week of March 
11, which will determine who the school 
champions will be. 

The teams in the 3/4 grade category are the 
Wild Readers vs the Queen Bees. In the 5/6 
grade category the teams battling will be 
the Order of the Phoenix vs the Blue Jays II
for the second place position.  The Reading 
Roadrunners are currently in the lead for 
first place. 

We will also be having a battle between the 
School Champions vs the teachers! 

The Book fair was a huge success. Special 
thanks to our volunteers for set up and take 
down, and thanks to everyone who visited
the fair. 

Reading rocks!
— Mrs. Meibos

kindness club and hope squad  

Our next Kindness Club meetings will be 
on Wednesday, March 6 after school. Our 
Kindness club will be meeting in the GYM. 
We only have 2 more club meetings left: 
March 6 and April 10. Please don’t forget 
to pick up Kindness Club students behind 
the school outside of the cafeteria/gym 
doors by 4 pm. We need a couple of parent 
volunteers to help supervise the Kindness 
Games (that are already prepared). Please 
contact Rebecca at rebeccab@provo.edu if 
you’d like to help.

Hope Squad student leaders will have their 
next meeting on March 27 after school in 
the KIVA until 4 pm. We only have 2 Hope 
Squad meetings left on March 27 and April 
17.

Nuestras próximas reuniones del Club de 
la Bondad serán el miércoles 6 de marzo 
después de la escuela. Nuestro club de 
bondad se reunirá en el gimnasio. Solo nos 
quedan 2 juntas mas el 6 de Marzo y el 10 
de Abril. Por favor no se olviden de recoger 
a los estudiantes del Club de Bondad detrás 
de la escuela afuera de las puertas de la 
cafetería/gimnasio a las 4pm. Necesitamos 
un par de padres voluntarios para ayudar 
a supervisar los Juegos de Bondad (que ya 
están preparados). Por favor, póngase en 
contacto con Rebecca en rebeccab@provo.
edu si le gustaría ayudar.

SCHOOL SAFETY
Take time out for an important message 
from the Jazz. SafeUT provides support 
when you need it, anytime, anywhere, 
for any size crisis. Watch the Jazz’s 
message at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UcI5mwZeD1Y&t=59s It’s important 
that every child feels like they belong and 
are safe at school. Please contact the school 
or report anonymous tips directly to the 
principal if you’re aware of bullying or other 
safety concerns at our school. These tips 
can be sent 24-7 through the app or online: 
https://safeut.med.utah.edu/

Tómese el tiempo para un mensaje 
importante de los Jazz SafeUT proporciona 
apoyo cuando lo necesite, en cualquier 
momento, en cualquier lugar, para 
cualquier tamaño de crisis. Vea el mensaje 
de los Jazz en https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=UcI5mwZeD1Y&t=59s Es 
importante que todos los niños sientan que 
pertenecen a la escuela y que están seguros 
en ella. Póngase en contacto con la escuela 
o informe directamente al director si tiene 
conocimiento de casos de acoso u otros 
problemas de seguridad en nuestra escuela. 
Estos consejos pueden ser enviados 24-7 a 
través de la aplicación o en línea https://
safeut.med.utah.edu/



PARENT RESOURCE
These How-To Guides provide education 
and action-oriented strategies and tools 
to start conversations and boost mental 
wellness in children. Created by behavioral 
health experts, they make the topic of 
mental wellness approachable with ways 
to implement these in your everyday life. 
Topics include helping children deal with 
boredom, stress, holidays, social media, 
etc. Visit www.onoursleeves.org/mental-
wellness-tools-guides

Estas guías prácticas ofrecen estrategias 
y herramientas educativas y orientadas 
a la acción para iniciar conversaciones e 
impulsar el bienestar mental de los niños. 
Creadas por expertos en salud conductual, 
hacen que el tema del bienestar mental 
sea abordable con formas de ponerlas en 
práctica en la vida cotidiana. Los temas 
incluyen cómo ayudar a los niños a afrontar 
el aburrimiento, el estrés, las vacaciones, 
las redes sociales, etc. Visite www.
onoursleeves.org/mental-wellness-tools-
guides

ROCK CANYON CARES
If anyone needs housing/shelter or is 
interested in volunteering at our local 
Warming Centers, see https://docs.
google.com/document/d/1g5GaDvy
XqAnvqxof0nWVd2JStz7jqxkctTBFjbjid
Os/edit?usp=sharing Please reach out to 
Provo’s Resource Hotline at #2-1-1 or call our 
school’s Family Advocate, Gaby Durrant, 
at (385) 309-3839. if your family needs help 
with community resources such as housing, 
employment, food, warm winter clothing, 
etc. 

Si alguien necesita vivienda / refugio, o 
está interesado en ser voluntario en nuestros 
Centros de Calentamiento locales, vea 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g5

GaDvyXqAnvqxof0nWVd2JStz7jqxkctTBFjbji
dOs/edit?usp=sharing Por favor, póngase en 
contacto con la Línea Directa de Recursos 
de Provo al #2-1-1 o llame a la Defensora de 
la Familia de nuestra escuela Gaby Durrant 
al (385) 309-3839 si su familia necesita 
ayuda con los recursos de la comunidad, 
tales como vivienda, empleo, alimentos, 
ropa de invierno, etc.

Tax filing — free assistance 

The program Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) has certified volunteers 
who can help file peoples’ taxes for free. To 
access VITA, they can:
1. Schedule an in-person appointment by 

calling 211 or visit unitedwayuc.org 
and under the “Our Programs”, click on 
“Volunteer Income Tax Assistance”, and 
then select “schedule now”. 

2. Visit myfreetaxes.com to file their taxes 
on their own online for free. 

Questions? Contact the VITA coordinator 
Jana Walker at janaw@unitedwayuc.org.

Para aplicar en espanol visita el sitio 
https://unitedwayuc.org/es/our-work/
everyday-support/vita/  
 
El programa Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) tiene voluntarios 
certificados que pueden ayudar a declarar 
los impuestos de las personas de forma 
gratuita. 
 
Para acceder a VITA, pueden 
1. Fijar una cita en persona llamando al 

211 o fijar una cita al sitio unitedwayuc.
org 

2. Visitar myfreetaxes.com para presentar 
sus impuestos por su cuenta en línea de 
forma gratuita.

 
¿Tiene preguntas? Póngase en contacto con 
la coordinadora de VITA, Jana Walker, en 
janaw@unitedwayuc.org.













FILE YOUR TAXES FOR FREE

uwayuc.org/VITAseason

Visit our website to learn more!








